Sermon Luke 13:31-35 March 16
“Press On”

This week we examine five short verses. Admittedly, it isn't easy to figure out why the
Lectionary chose so little of the text to preach on, so we must go back and consider where God’s
Word has led us to this point. With the cross and Easter not far away, the Lenten texts appear to
flow with an emphasis on time. Last week, we read about Jesus spending forty days in the
wilderness. This week, Jesus is in the Perea region, an area located east of the Jordan River
opposite Samaria, and Judea, a region ruled by the ruler of Judea, Herod Antipas. We see Jesus
talking about the timing of his plans for today and tomorrow, and then on the third day, he plans
to finish his work. The text begins with “At that time.” Ah, time! Twice here Jesus repeats this
three-day formula. In verse 32, to press on and reach his goal, and following in verse 33, that part
of the goal is his death in Jerusalem, and not outside it.

In this story, the Pharisees appear to come as friends, concerned about Christ’s best
interests, and say to Him, “Take some friendly advice, you might want to leave and get out of
town.” Go back to Judea, they say. They actually want to say: Go somewhere else, Herod wants
to Kill you. Jesus tells the Pharisees, “Hey, can’t you see that I’m on a business trip for my
Father, and | have things to do?” But the Pharisees have other things in mind. They wanted Jesus
back where the religious leader of the Sanhedrin could plot his downfall. To trap Him. Why?

In consideration of the previous verses 22-30, Jesus spoke strong words of warning that
unbelieving Jews would be shut out of the kingdom. Unless you repent, the door is narrow and
some of you won’t make it. These Pharisees were not drawing near to Him as God and to receive
life, but to tell Jesus about death. Whether Herod liked it or not, Jesus would have nothing to do
with them for no one would stop him from doing his Father’s work. Go back to Herod and
deliver this message: Tell “that fox,” that worthless person I’ll go when I’m ready: I’'m pressing
on. Let’s pray.

Dear God, when we feel overwhelmed by the challenges ahead, remind us that you have
equipped us with unique talents and abilities. Grant us the faith to trust in your plan and timing,
knowing that You have a purpose for our journey. Please help us find the inspiration in the
stories of those who pressed on, even when the path seems complicated. With you as our guide,
we will not falter or give up until we achieve the success we seek. In this, we pray, Amen.

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus sends a message to his enemies. Jesus was no fool. Yes,
He was the gentle Lamb of God, but even a lamb is suspicious of wolves when it comes to their
safety. He had work to do, casting out demons and healing people, after which He had to get to
Jerusalem. One of the main characters is Herod, a man whose murder of John the Baptist had
politically damaged his career. Using the Pharisees as an operation to get Jesus to travel to
Jerusalem in Judea would be the perfect clever technique to frighten Jesus. At least, so he
thought. What no one knew is that any human power would not stop the Lord’s work. There is a
time for Jesus’s death, and that time is drawing closer.

For many, Lent is not the favorite season of the Christian year. | would think that
Christmas is what people generally gravitate toward. But why not Lent? Well, it’s typically dark
and still cold outside. The weather usually matches our dread of darkness while reflecting on
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross—an image of a painful death. Yet as the winter darkness turns to
spring, a new light shines in the newness of life and hope as Easter morning comes. Flowers
come alive, the birds begin to sing, and a time of summer rest is right around the corner. In the
meantime, we prepare, reflect, and wait.



Imagine how Jesus’ disciples felt when they heard the warning to get out of town. They
knew Herod Antipas had killed John the Baptist. Come on, Jesus, let’s roll on out of here. Our
lives are in danger too, you know. What does Jesus say? I’'m busy. What? Are you kidding? Yet,
Jesus knew what he had to do, where it would happen, and he prepared for it. The translation for
verse 32 says, “I’m wrapping things up,” don’t be in such a rush. The NIV says, “I will reach my
goal.”

Other times, when Jesus was threatened, he would sneak away, knowing that it was not
the right time or place. He was faithful and obedient to the Father’s plan, which raises a question
for us: How many of us are willing to do what God calls us to do? How many of us are preparing
for the perfect timing of God? Okay, that was two questions. But, is it not true that we somehow
reinterpret the will of God to fit more comfortably with our current state of spirituality, making a
detour around opposition and rejection? | often think about my circumstances in that way. The
uncomfortable truth is that our Lord expects better from us. The message from our Lord says:
“Press on.” Stand firm! | stood firm for you, now as my student, | expect nothing less. | am
determined to die for you.

Are we willing to live as Christ's followers, or are we only content with having a
relationship with the Lord when it is convenient? As a matter of loyalty to God's will and to
press on is not a matter of doing so in our spare time or those moments of extra energy. Jesus
sets no limits, only an expectation upon his followers to be no less than one hundred percent all
in with our devotion to him, expecting that we too should suffer for that devotion.

In verses 34-35, the double expression of grief indicates Jesus sorrow when he says:
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often | have
longed to gather your children, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not
willing. Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you; you will not see me again until you
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”

What an interesting analogy of a hen to describe himself. Here is a sign of protection.
This image of a hen is one gathering her chicks under her wings, a tender, loving image,
shielding her babies under her body. Jesus is weeping over the city. How often | have brought
you to myself, to safety under my wings, but you weren’t willing. Instead, they exercise their
free will to say no to Jesus’ invitation! Why? They couldn’t for God must enable a person to
come to Christ. Friends, no person can come to Christ without divine intervention. If the fox
wants them, go and try, but the fox will have to kill her first, which he does.

This is a very solemn time for Jesus. We must remember that he is growing closer to the
cross. But why is Jesus so concerned with the road to Jerusalem? Well, it has to do with the
narrow way to salvation. You see, | said earlier that we must look back a bit further in this
chapter to one of Jesus's hard sayings when someone asked him, Lord, are only a few people
going to be saved? Jesus replies, many will try to enter, but only a few will enter the door to the
kingdom of God, and then there will be weeping when you are thrown out. Strive to enter the
narrow gate to eternal life. Not a casual interest, but beat yourself with all your strength.
Reminds us of the Sermon on the Mount. Do you know that Jesus spoke more about Hell than he
did about heaven?

Everything we know in the New Testament about Hell comes from Jesus. It was on this
day in today’s reading that the Pharisees had heard Jesus’s teaching, humiliating all his
opponents. “When it comes time: he will answer, I don’t know you or where you come from.
Away from me, all you evildoers. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you will be thrown



out. People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the
feast in the kingdom of God. Indeed, some are last who will be first, and first who will be last.”

In the timeline of history, this earthly King, Herod Antipas, whose throne appeared to
hold people’s destiny in his hand, was temporary, for God’s plans were eternal. Jesus came along
and said to the people, "The road is narrow. One way, one door into heaven, and Jesus is that
door." Herod wants to kill Jesus, which should bring us to this conclusion: everyone who
professes Jesus as Lord and Savior will come under scrutiny. Enemies will line up quicker than
friends. As a matter of fact, you and I will lose so-called friends. | have.

In 2 Timothy 3:12-15, we read, “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted, while evildoers and imposters will go from bad to worse, deceiving and
being deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced
of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ.
Jesus.”

Friends, serving God will not eliminate disconnection from those who oppose accepting
the Lord. Jesus did not change his message or stop healing and serving. Instead, he pressed on.
He was right on track to that third day and his resurrection from the grave. In Psalm 31:15, we
read, “My times are in your hands; deliver me from the hands of my enemies, from those who
pursue me.” Say this with me. “My times are in your hands.” It means our lives are under the
supervision of God, unfolding under his plan. When we believe that Christ rules over our lives,
our spirit of compassion should not be deterred.

In the previous chapter in verse 24, Jesus says, “Make every effort to enter through the
narrow door.” He means to “strive,” to press on, to persevere with serious effort. Friends, faithful
Christianity is a fight, and in this world we must either press on or be lost. However, our sin is
the greatest threat, yet Jesus clearly states that we are to love our enemies and do good to those
who hate us.

Back to the context of today’s reading, in the face of opposition, Jesus stays calm and
somewhat playful with Herod. Here is what we learn. If you are facing opposition, don’t take the
bait, stay on course. Seek the Father’s heart and come to know the job God has given to you. We
are in God’s hands. Stay close to the heart of the Father. God wants us near to him like a hen
gathering his chicks under her wings. What a beautiful image of God longing to keep us close
and warm. When Jesus went to the cross, he kept us under his wings and protected us from the
judgment that was coming. When Jesus said Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often have I longed to
gather your children, we find this image about how he feels about us.

In closing, the spirit of Jesus is not about getting even. Jesus’ opponents might have won
the day when he went to the cross. Our opponents might win the day. Repentance and faith in
Christ have never been fashionable. But because the Spirit of Jesus lives, we can stay calm in the
face of opposition because that same spirit to stay calm lives in us. Friends, the door is narrow.
Prepare and reflect. Trust in the timing of the Father’s purpose for your life. Our times are in his
hands. Keep the course, and press on. Lord, | pray for those experiencing opposition to the
message of hope and new life. Fill us with your spirit to keep us calm and fill your people to live
out that hope that you have given to us. Amen.



